"New York's Future as I View Ttn

The future is certainly bright for New York as far as
sports are concerned. New York, the most cosmopolitan city in
America, has seen every type of sports event, and has viewed
many records set and broken, but stillfthere is a brilliant
future ahead in which many more records will be surpassed.

New York also has some of the most loyal fans
to be found in any city,and I am not just referring to those
of the baseball marvels, the Mets. It is true that pmet fans are
nothing less than fanatical ( T have felt this emotion many
times at the old Polo Grounds and new Shea Stadium), but all the
other New York teams have followers who would do anything short

»

of murder (maybe that, toot) to see their team win. The New Yoxk
Rangers, New York's entry in the National Hockey league, have
been out of the end of season's playoffs for approximately four
years, and the New York Knickerbockers, a basketball team with
much potential, also has been at the bottom of their league siad=-
ings tor a few years mow. This cannot be blamed for lack of fans

attending these sporting events- the Vets continue to surpass
even the great, American League champion New York Yankees in
attendance, the Rangers almost always have nearly a full house @&t
Madison Square Ggarden, and the Knicks also have a good following
at the Garden. Possibly this all means that the worgt a New Yoixk
team becomes, the more New York fans will go to see it, but T
feel that , in the future, as the teams improve, even & greater
number of fans will go to see them. What will be more exciting

in the future than having the Rangers win the Stanley Cup, the

Knicks win the National Basketball Association playoff

Yanks and pvets v a subway ( or maybe a helicopter)




in the same year. It could very possibly all come true.

In the future T envision New York as beine one
of the top places in the world f ple g any sport, with even
more advanced sport centers than i las now. New York has already
brought the future to the present with new ghea gStadium, which was
the most modern baseball park before the opening of the asp@dome
in Houston. However, New York intends to surpass even the Astro-
dome - in several years Shea Stadium will also have a dome on it,
but this one will be retractable, so that on sunny days baseball
can be played outdoors, while on rainy afternoons and nights the
dome will eradicate the rain check, as the game will be pnlaved
indoors.

The scene of New York sports will be changed ewen
more when the new ladison Square Garden is completed by the
proposed date of 1967. This new arena will be erected on the pre-
sent site of Pennsylvania Station, and will become the new haven
of the hockey and basketball clubs, as well as the diverse other
attractions now se¢eén at Madison Squre CGarden. This new center
will be an attraction in itself, just as Shea Stadium is, and
will bring more people out to watch the events. The center will
include 20,000 seats for hockey, with an unobstructed view of the
ice, a Sports Museum and a Hall of Fame, forty-eight lanes for
bowling, a smaller Forum for various sports events, and extensive
exhibition space. In tﬁe new improved arena it can be expected
that the sports played there, from track and field to basketbsll,
will be even more rousing to watch than ever.

With all of these new facilities for the
spectator, and with attendance to all sporting events being
overflowing: as it is, T feel it is doubtful that we

an augmentation in pay television coverage of sporting events.
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